


Welcome to turningpoint’s devotional, designed to help us learn who we are in Christ,
and what the Bible says about our identity in Christ. The Bible says that we are chosen
by God and given a purpose. In 1 Peter 2:9 we are told, "But you are a chosen people,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light". 

This is God's purpose for us. Often times we forget who we are and what God has
done for us. We compare ourselves to others and allow feelings of insecurity to rob us
of our identity in Christ. It is important that we see ourselves the way God sees us and
then live in obedience to Him. God knows who we really are. He loves us and created
us for a purpose. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come!" The Bible teaches that you are now an
AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST. 2 Corinthians 5:20 says, "We are therefore Christ's
ambassadors..." The Bible teaches that you are, RIGHT NOW (not just later when you
get to heaven), a SON OF GOD, a DAUGHTER OF GOD, a CHILD OF GOD. 1 John
3:1-3 says, "How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know
us is that it did not know him.” 

The Bible also teaches that you are already ACCEPTED by Jesus. Ephesians 1:6
(King James Version) says, "...wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved," His
CHOSEN ONE. Ephesians 1:4 says, "According as he has chosen us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in
love..." When we begin to realise who we really are in Christ, we will begin to live like
the person we really are. 

Please follow through the devotional thoughts, 
setting aside time to pray; 
and enjoy the journey through the books of the apostle John.  
 
Ps Phil Cayzer

INTRODUCTION
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Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all things have become new." (II Corinthians 5:17).

 When an individual enters into Christ (Romans 6:3; Galatians 3:27) - that
individual is now a new creature. In answer to Nicodemus’ question about
how to be born again, Jesus answered, "Unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). Being born
again consists of being born of both water (natural birth) and Spirit
(receiving Jesus into our lives), as Peter said on the Day of Pentecost:
"Repent … in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38).

This is for us, turningpoint church, and in this new birth, the past is buried
with Jesus (Romans 6:4); but the real importance of the new birth lies not
in burying the past, but in sharing in Jesus’ resurrection. "Behold, new
things have come!"

Reading: John Chapter 1: 1-14 The overview, 15-34 John the Baptist
introduces the Christ, 35-51 Jesus selects His first disciples.

Centred Prayer for: Our School - Lighthouse Christian College Cranbourne.

MONDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER
I AM A.CCEPTED IN THE BELOVED THE NEW BIRTH

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=2corinthians+5:17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+6:3,galatians+3:27
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=john+3:5
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=acts+2:38


In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told His followers: "Therefore you are to
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect" (Matthew 5:48).

Various explanations have been given to try to blunt the thrust of Jesus’
statement. Some speak of "perfect love" (as if perfect love without perfect
behaviour were possible) as what Jesus desires. But Jesus is very clear,
turningpoint, we are to be perfect (complete, mature at our stage of
growth), as our heavenly Father is perfect (complete, mature). 

The same thought is emphasised in the epistles. Paul speaks of our
predetermined purpose as becoming "conformed to the image of His Son"
(Romans 8:29). "Be imitators of me," he wrote, "just as I also am of Christ" (I
Corinthians 11:1). Peter drives the point home in these words: "For you have
been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example for you to follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was
any deceit found in His mouth" (I Peter 2:21,22). In simple terms,
turningpoint church, we as Christians, are to be like Christ.

But is this possible? Has God set for us a task that is impossible to
complete? Has He set for us a goal that is impossible to achieve? Has He
laid upon us a yoke which neither we nor our fathers could bear?

The answer to these questions, as we shall see, is "No!" It’s not impossible.
God has opened the doorway of perfection to us. But the process of
becoming like Christ is much like the process of picture taking. The picture
of perfection must be "snapped" - it must be implanted in the film of the
brain. Then it must be "developed" - the fleeting snapshot must be
developed into a permanent picture. And the picture must be kept
constantly in front of us, or it is soon forgotten.

Reading: John Chapter 2: 1-12Sign number one: Water into wine, 13-25
Jesus cleans house.

Centred Prayer for: The school we planted in Griffith, NSW, in 2018.

TUESDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER
I AM B.LESSED WITH ALL BLESSINGS THE NEW POTENTIAL

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=matthew+5:48
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+8:29
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=1corinthians+11:1
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=1peter+2:21,22


We begin with the words of Jesus: "Truly I say to you, among those born of
women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptizer; yet he
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he" (Matthew 11:11).

John is described by Jesus as the greatest ever born of woman. He is
described as "more than a prophet" (Matthew 11:9). To get the full impact of
Jesus’ point, consider the long list of Old Testament greats. Men such as
Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Moses, David, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah. These are those
"who by faith conquered, performed acts of righteousness, obtained
promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped
the edge of the sword." (Hebrews 11:34).

Jesus makes this statement: "Yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than [John]." What is the kingdom of heaven?

The kingdom of heaven is used interchangeably for the church. For
example, in Colossians 1:13, Christians (those delivered from the domain of
darkness) are described as already in the kingdom of Christ; the kingdom
of Christ is equivalent to the church - which consists of all Christians, and
that means you and me, turningpoint church. 

Reading: John Chapter 3: 1-21 Jesus confounds Nicodemus, 22-36 John the
Baptist confirms Jesus is Christ.

Centred Prayer for: The school to be planted in Mildura in 2023.

WEDNESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER
I AM C.HOSEN IN HIM BEFORE TIME BEGAN THE NEW PICTURE 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=matthew+11:11
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=matthew+11:9
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=hebrews+11:34
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=colossians+1:13


In being born of woman, we were born with limited potential. Sin, for
example, overpowered us, and we fell short of the glory of God (Romans
3:23).

But God’s solution is given in the gospel of John. When Jesus came into
the world, the world which He created did not recognise Him. He came to
His own people Israel - and His own people did not receive Him, but
rejected Him. But there were some who recognised Him as the Messiah
when He walked in the flesh. Of these it is written: "But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even
to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John 1:12,13). Those who
recognised His Messiahship were given the right to become sons of God. 

People of turningpoint church, we can now begin to understand why
Jesus’ command of being perfect is within our reach. In becoming new
creatures, we have a new Father, and the limitation of being born of
earthly parentage is now shed Matthew 11:11.

Reading: John Chapter 4: 1-42 Jesus and the Samaritan woman, 43-54
remote healing.

Centred Prayer for: Our land for the Skye school to start 

THURSDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER
I AM D.ELIVERED FROM SPIRITUAL DARKNESS THE NEW BIRTH 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+3:23
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=john+1:12,13
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=matthew+11:11


Paul in Romans 6 asks the question, "Are we to continue in sin that grace
might increase?" The answer obviously is "No!" He then, in two stages,
shows us how we can live in the state where we do not sin. Both stages
deal with the picture we have of ourselves.

"Or do you not know that all of us who have been immersed into Christ
Jesus have been immersed into His death? Therefore we have been buried
with Him through immersion into death, in order that as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of
His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection,
knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he
who has died is freed from sin" (Romans 6:3-7). The word of the Lord is, "He
who has died is freed from sin."

Self-image is the modern term used to describe this inner picture. The
Bible phrases it in this way: "For as he [a man] thinks within himself, so he
is" (Proverbs 23:7). As we picture ourselves, turningpoint, so we act. The key
to an actual change in behaviour, then, is to change our inner picture.

God goes right to the heart of the problem. His first point is to establish
that, in one form or another; we view ourselves as failures and act
accordingly. "For all have sinned," He says, "and fall short of the glory of
God" (Romans 3:23). But rather than trying to work with the failure - rather
than trying to reconstitute or restructure him - God simply buries him. "He
who has died is freed from sin!" The old things have truly passed away!

Reading: John Chapter 5: 1-15 Healing at the Pool, 16-47 Three witnesses.

Centred Prayer: For land for our KooWeeRup school to start.Centred Prayer: For land for our KooWeeRup school to start.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+6
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+6:3-7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=proverbs+23:7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+3:23


"Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with
Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to
die again; death no longer is master over Him. For the death that He died,
He died to sin, once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God"
(Romans 6:8-10). 

Jesus in His resurrected state is described as "dead to sin, but alive to God."
We ask the question, "How much power did the devil have over Jesus after
His resurrection?" The answer is "No power at all." In rising from the dead,
Jesus "rendered powerless the devil who had the power of death"
(Hebrews 2:14). Although the devil could tempt Jesus, Jesus - having
smashed the devil’s power in His resurrection - is now beyond temptation.
He now "cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt
anyone" (James 1:13). Death truly is no longer master over Him, and in this
resurrected state is "dead to sin, and alive to God."

In Romans 6:11, we read "Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but
alive to God in Christ Jesus." When we recall that the words "dead to sin
and alive to God" are descriptive of Jesus in His resurrected state, we
understand that God has just exhorted us to picture - consider is the word
he uses - ourselves as already resurrected! turningpoint, we are to view
ourselves as Jesus was when He came out of the tomb!

God arranged for the burial of our old man, but more importantly, He
arranged for the resurrection of a totally new creature - US! This new
creature - by the command of the Almighty - is to view himself as already
resurrected! 

Reading: John Chapter 6: 1-15 Feeding 5,000+, 16-21 Walking on water, 22-
59 6:35 - I am the bread of life, 60-71 Some disciples turn away. 

Centred Prayer for: Australian CRC Conference in Adelaide this week.

MONDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
I AM F.ORGIVEN FROM ALL MY SINS ALIVE TO GOD

 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+6:8-10
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=hebrews+2:14
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=james+1:13


God’s solution to man’s problems is to give us a self-image, turningpoint
church, as those who are beyond the reach of Satan. Only by viewing
ourselves in this fashion can we live the life of Christ and not continue in
sin. "As a man thinks within himself, so he is." (Proverbs 23:7).

"If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on
the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ is revealed, then we
can also will be revealed with Him in glory. Therefore consider the
members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. For it is on account of
these things that the wrath of God will come, and in them you also once
walked, when you were living in them. But now, you also, put them all
aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil
practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true
knowledge according to the image of the One who created him - a
renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman,
but Christ is all and in all" (Colossians 3:1-11).

"But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Him and
have been taught in Him, just as the truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to
your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self which is being
corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed
in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of
God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth"
(Ephesians 4:20-24).

The new creation has the new potential of being like Christ. The first step
in the development of this new potential is a dual new picture - that of the
old self being dead, and that of the new self being already resurrected
with Christ.

Reading: John Chapter 7: 1-13 Feast of Tabernacles, 14-53 Jesus teaches in
the Temple.

Centred Prayer for: CRC Pastors who have to join the CRC Conference via
ZOOM.

TUESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER
I AM G.OD'S MASTERPIECE - GOD’S SOLUTION

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=colossians+3:1-11
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=ephesians+4:20-24


Christianity is somewhere between your eyes and the back of your head. I
know that the Bible says that you must "believe in your heart that God
raised Jesus from the dead" (Romans 10:9).

"Come now, let us reason together" says the Lord (Isaiah 1:18). "Faith comes
from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Romans 10:17).

We must believe that we do have the potential for being like Christ,
turningpoint. If we do not believe that we can, it is certain that we won’t.
"For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did:
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for
sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the requirement of the
Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit" (Romans 8:3,4). 

What is the requirement of the Law? Sin is defined as breaking the Law, or
lawlessness (I John 3:4). The Law (the Old Covenant) could never generate
the kind of people who could keep it. But the gospel can generate the
kind of people who can be as righteous as the Law required! God has
made us that kind of people, turningpoint. God did two things; He
condemned sin in the flesh, and He made it possible for us to meet the
requirement of the Law, through the Spirit.

Reading: John Chapter 8: 1-11 An adulterous woman, 12-59 8:12 - I am the
light.

Centred Prayer for: The inaugural CRC East Africa Conference.

WEDNESDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER
I AM H.EALED BY JESUS' STRIPES 

WE MUST BELIEVE THT WE CAN BE LIKE CHRIST

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+10:9
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=isaiah+1:18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+10:17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+8:3,4


Jesus paid the full price for our sins. When a person is in Christ, the past is
completely obliterated. "For I will be merciful to their iniquities, and I will
remember their sins no more" (Hebrews 8:12).

Paul writes, "Our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand"
(Romans 5:2). We need to realise that grace is designed by God for the
Christian. How? Jesus came and took our sin; it was nailed to the cross
with Christ by His GRACE. He came as an offering for our sins.

God wiped out one of our excuses. "I can’t be perfect today," we say,
"because I wasn’t perfect yesterday."

What happened to yesterday, turningpoint? It was nailed to the cross with
Christ and with it our sins. But also nailed there was our excuse that we
cannot be perfect today because of yesterday. He condemned sin in the
flesh by His offering on the cross that we might fulfil the requirement of
the Law.

Reading: John Chapter 9: 1-41 Healing of a man born blind.

Centred Prayer for: The 11 nations represented at the East Africa
Conference.

THURSDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER
I AM I.N HIM

HE SENT HIS SON AS AN OFFERING FOR SIN.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=hebrews+8:12
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+5:2


When Jesus walked in the flesh, how human was He? In emphasising the
divinity of Jesus Christ, we sometimes forget that He also came as the Son
of man, that He "emptied Himself, taking the form of a bondservant, and
being made in the likeness of men" (Philippians 2:7) Jesus was 100%
human. He became hungry, He got tired, and He wept. He came in the
likeness of sinful flesh.

Did Jesus ever sin? "For we do not have a high priest who cannot
sympathise with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all
things as we are, yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus was tempted in
every way that we are, yet He never yielded to temptation. "For the flesh
sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, for these
are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that
you please" (Galatians 5:17). Sin occurs when the flesh wins the battle with
the spirit - when the flesh does what it pleases. Jesus never sinned
because His Spirit did not; not even for the smallest fraction of a second
did He allow His flesh to dictate to His Spirit.

In coming in the likeness of sinful flesh, and being tempted in all points
like we are, and yet without sin, Jesus destroyed our second excuse for not
being perfect. Our second excuse is this: "It can’t be done." Our excuse is
gone, turningpoint - Jesus proved, in the likeness of sinful flesh, that it can
be done! We must believe that "I can do all things through Him who
strengthens me" (Phil 4:13).

Reading: John Chapter 10: 1-21 10:9 - I am the door, 10:11 - I am the good
shepherd, 22-42 Confrontation continues.                            

Centred Prayer for: The ZOOM of all the CRC nations joining together as
the CRC rolls out a presence in every nation by 2045.

FRIDAY 1ST OCTOBER
I AM J.USTIFIED BY MY FAITH IN CHRIST

HE SENT HIS SON IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH.
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=philippians+2:7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=hebrews+4:15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=galatians+5:17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=philippians+4:13


One of the biggest concerns for Christians is "where is the money going to
come from?" Jesus allays our fears by telling us that God will provide.
People of turningpoint church, our main item of business is to seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

This means that serving Him and His church comes first. Jesus died for the
church and purchased it with His own blood. It is very important as we
grow to be like Christ that we set our minds to attend every possible
church activity – turningpoint Principles, Bible School, morning and night
services, Resonance, Growth, Connect, Youth Groups, etc.

Jesus said that it is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). We
must come with the idea of giving ourselves to encourage "one another to
love and to good deeds" (Hebrews 10:24). We must set our minds to be
givers of life and enthusiasm, rather than "wet blankets." We must
remember that Jesus came to "seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke
19:10).

Jesus died on the cross and has left the work of seeking and saving the
lost to us Christians. Jesus has commissioned us all, to "Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, immersing them into the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you; I am with you always, even to the end of the age"
(Matthew 28:19,20). 

Jesus has commissioned us to: Go, make disciples, immerse them into the
name of the Father, Son and Spirit, continue to teach them.

We must set our minds toward carrying out each of the four parts of that
commission, turningpoint. It is designed to make us like Jesus, as we carry
out His purpose of seeking and saving the lost.

Reading: John Chapter 11: 1-37 Lazarus dies, 38-57 Lazarus lives, 11:25 - I am
the resurrection and the life. 

Centred Prayer for: Our turningpoint Early Learning Centre.

MONDAY 4TH OCTOBER
I AM K.EPT SAFE BY THE POWER OF GOD

GOD WILL PROVIDE

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=acts+20:35
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=hebrews+10:24
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=luke+19:10
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=matthew+28:19,20


"For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life
and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it
does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God" (Romans 8:5-8).

Once we realise that we can be like Jesus and believe that we really have
that potential, turningpoint, our next step is to set our minds toward being
like Him.

Any athlete knows that in order to win a race or ball game, he must first
set his mind toward winning. If he does not set his mind - if he is not
mentally "up" - he will lose. So the Bible warns us - the mind set on the
flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.

What does it mean to set the mind on the things of the Spirit? The New
Testament is designed to give us guidelines and instructions as to how to
set our mind on the things of the Spirit, and what these things are - "All
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work" (II Timothy 3:16,17). "But seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these material things shall be
added to you" (Matthew 6:33).

Reading: John Chapter 12: 1-11 Washing feet for Jesus, 12-19 Triumphal
entry, 20-36 Jesus predicts His death, 37-50 Confrontation finalises 

Centred Prayer for: Our turningpoint Early Learning Centre extension at
the end of 2021.

TUESDAY 5TH OCTOBER
I AM L.OVED UNCONDITIONALLY BY GOD

WE MUST SET OUR MINDS

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=romans+8:5-8
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=2timothy+3:16,17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=matthew+6:33


Paul told the church at Philippi: "Work out your salvation with fear and
trembling" (Philippians 2:12).

Salvation is a contract between us and our Master. The terms of the
agreement are simple - He agrees to save us from the fires of hell; and we
agree in turn to live our lives here on earth for Him.

Paul wrote, in explaining this to us: "I have been crucified with Christ; and
it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me" (Galatians 2:20). 

Jesus expressed it this way: "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him
deny himself; and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever
wishes to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he
is the one who will save it. For what is a man profited if he gains the whole
world and loses or forfeits himself [his soul]?" (Luke 9:23-25). So, we as the
people of turningpoint church daily work out our salvation, living every
moment for Him, and not for ourselves.

Reading: John Chapter 13: 1-17 Washing feet by Jesus, 18-30 Prediction of
Judas’ betrayal, 31-35 Command to love one another, 36-38 Prediction of
Peter’s denial.

Centred Prayer for: Our turningpoint Children’s Ministries.

WEDNESDAY 6TH OCTOBER
I AM M.ORE THAN A CONQUEROR

WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=philippians+2:12
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=galatians+2:20
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=luke+9:23-25


We must set our minds to working out our contract of salvation,
turningpoint. The terms of the contract are guaranteed to make us like
Jesus. In becoming like Jesus, it is possible for a person to become
discouraged if he focuses his attention in the wrong direction. A person
can be disappointed with himself for failing to be like Jesus, and he can be
disappointed in others who fail to receive the message of salvation.

We must recognise that Jesus walked this earthly pilgrimage before us;
that He faced every problem we face, and that He overcame. They hated
Him (John 15:25), rejected His message (John 6:60), and killed Him. But we
as His children must follow the inspired advice of Paul by focusing our
attention in the proper direction: "Set your mind on the things above, not
on the things that are on earth" (Colossians 3:2). 

A Christian must recognise that he has the potential to be like Christ. He
must then believe that he really can be like Christ. Then he must set his
mind toward achieving that goal.

The Christian sets his mind on being like Christ by setting his mind on the
things of the Spirit. turningpoint, we do this by:

1.  Personally seeking and saving the lost. 
2.  Working out the contract of salvation. 
3.  Setting the mind on things above. 
4.  Putting His church first. 

Reading: John Chapter 14: 1-31 Jesus teaches his disciples, 14:6 - I am the
way, the truth, and the life.

Centred Prayer for: Our turningpoint Youth Ministries.

THURSDAY 7TH OCTOBER
I AM N.OT CONDEMNED TO GUILT

WE MUST SET OUR MINDS

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=john+15:25
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=john+6:60
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=colossians+3:2


Once the Christian has set his mind to be like Christ, he faces another
problem - the tendency to lose his resolve. "And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove [test] what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect" (Romans 12:2). "Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honourable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything
worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things" (Philippians 4:8).

The mind is in constant need of renewal, turningpoint, and the only way to
be transformed or changed is by the process of renewing or
reprogramming the mind. Many people pray for God to change them -
God has told us how to be changed: Renew the mind!

It is extremely important that we control our mental environment. Outer
actions are the reflection of inner attitudes. That is why the Holy Spirit has
exhorted us to make sure our minds dwell - live - on excellent thoughts.

We also need practical ways to keep our minds focused on Christ. The
early church participated in the Lord’s Supper (which they also called "the
breaking of bread" - I Corinthians 10:16) every first day of the week as their
primary purpose for meeting together (Acts 20:7). The remembrance of
Jesus is central in our purpose for meeting together - we should be
motivated by that remembrance, turningpoint! The gathering of the saints
is designed to help us keep our attention focused on being like Christ. As
Jesus went about doing good (Acts 10:38), so we are to "consider how to
stimulate one another to love and good deeds" (Hebrews 10:24).

God knows the value of teamwork and the mutual encouragement that
arises when a good team works toward the same goal. For this reason
"God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He
desired" (I Corinthians 12:18). Working with the local church should not be
a drudgery - rather it should be a joy to meet with and work at helping
each other to become like Christ. 

Reading: John Chapter 15: 1-27 Teaching, 15:1 - I am the true vine.

Centred Prayer for: Our turningpoint Young Adults Ministries.

FRIDAY 8TH OCTOBER
I AM O.VERCOMING THE WORLD THROUGH CHRIST

KEEP FOCUSING OUR MIND ON GOD’S THINGS
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Prayer is designed to focus our attention on being new creatures. Notice
how carefully God works with our attitudes and desires before He
consents to answer: 

    a.    He answers prayers in Jesus’ name (John 14:14). We cannot come to    
           God on our own, but only through Him who died so that we might 
           become like Him.
   b.     He also works with our attitude. "And all things you ask in prayer, 
           believing, you shall receive" (Matthew 21:22). This triggers our minds 
            to the potential we have in Christ!
   c.    Prayer also works with our inner motives. "You ask and do not receive,
           because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on 
            your pleasures" (James 4:3). 
   d.   To develop persistence within us. "Now He was telling them a parable 
           to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart" 
         (Luke 18:1). "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet 
          not as I will, but as You will" (Matthew 26:39). 

Studying and memorising the scripture is important to the formation of
the new creation. Paul wrote “the word of God which also performs its
work in you who believe" (I Thessalonians 2:13). Jesus said, "The words that I
have spoken to you are spirit and are life" (John 6:63). The only way to be
transformed is by "the renewing of your mind" (Romans 12:2). His thoughts
can never become our thoughts unless we read and become familiar with
the Bible, turningpoint. Recall how Jesus answered the devil in the
wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11) - with memorised scripture! Let’s go to work. 

Reading: John Chapter 16: 1-16 Jesus teaching, 17-33 Disciples respond.

Centred Prayer for: Ps Joel & Sieni at our Lilydale turningpoint Campus.

MONDAY 11TH OCTOBER
I AM P.REDESTINED TO SONSHIP

TOGETHER WE STAND AS ONE
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"Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Thessalonians 5:23).

The human being consists of three parts - body, soul, and spirit.

     1.  The body is that physical part of us referred to in the Bible as "the  
         flesh" (Galatians 5:16) our "earthly tent" (II Corinthians 5:1). It is our 
         temporary home, and is not the real "us" - it is only the place in which  
         the real person lives while on earth.

     2.  The soul is the "living" part of us. It is the soul which sees, feels, hears, 
          and thinks - forever! Physical death is the separation of the soul from 
          the body (Acts 2:27). Though the body is dead - though the eyes no 
         longer see, yet the soul continues to see. The soul is our life. When the 
         soul leaves, eyes no longer see and ears no longer hear. The eyes and 
         ears were merely physical means through which the soul operated 
         while on earth.

    3.   The spirit is the deep inner part of a person. When God made man in 
          His image (Genesis 1:26), He made him a spirit being. Since God is 
          Spirit (John 4:24), neither the physical part of man, nor his soul, is in 
          the image of God. It is in being a spirit that man is made in God’s 
          image. 

It is in having a spirit that distinguishes man from animals, turningpoint.
Animals are body and soul, but not spirit. In being a spirit, man is a moral
being. He has a choice of doing right or wrong (II Peter 2:12). This spiritual
part of man might be described as his will - his desire to press on - his
desire for deep fellowship.

Reading: John Chapter 17: 1-26 Jesus prays in Gethsemane.
Centred Prayer for: Ps Sandra & Max at our Hallam turningpoint Campus

TUESDAY 12TH OCTOBER
I AM Q.UICKENED WITH CHRIST THE LIFEGIVER

BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT
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"The word mystery sometimes is used in different ways. For example, the
apostle Paul speaks of "the mystery of lawlessness" which was already at
work (II Thessalonians 2:7). But God uses the term the mystery for a special
purpose.

"Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share
on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up that which is
lacking in Christ’s afflictions. Of His church I was made a minister
according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit,
that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the
mystery, which has been hidden from the past ages and generations; but
has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make
known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:24-27).

Paul tells us that the mystery is "Christ (the anointed One) in you." What is
Christ in you, turningpoint? "You are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. And if Christ is in you, though
the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you" (Romans 8:9-11).0

Another name for the Holy Spirit is Christ in you! The mystery is the same
as the promise - The indwelling Holy Spirit!

Reading: John Chapter 18: 1-11 Arrested, 12-23 Trial, – Annas, 24-27 Trial, -
Caiaphas, 28-40 Trial, - Pilate.
Centred Prayer for: Ps Sean & Jade at our KooWeeRup turningpoint
Campus.

WEDNESDAY 13TH OCTOBER
I AM R.EDEEMED FROM THE CURSES OF THE LAW

THE MYSTERY
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Peter, on the day of Pentecost, proclaimed for the first time in historythe
New Covenant, "and let each of you be converted in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are
far off, as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself" (Acts 2:38,39).

The promise was for "you and your children," an Hebraic expression for the
Jews. But the promised Spirit was also for Gentiles - "for all who are far off."
Paul defined this term for us when he explained the Jew - Gentile
relationship in Christ to the Ephesians: "And He came and preached peace
to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; for through
Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father" (Ephesians
2:17,18). The promise, then, from the day of Pentecost onward, was to be for
both Jew and Gentile!

"And all these [the Old Testament great men of faith], having gained
approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, because
God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they
should not be made perfect" (Hebrews 11:39, 40).

Jesus had said that the least Christian would be greater than John the
Baptist (Matthew 11:11). John was greater than all the Old Testament greats.
"How can that be?" None of the Old Testament greats - including John -
were able to be born again of water and Spirit. Hebrews makes the same
point - all those who died in faith did not receive the promise! They were
never born of the Spirit. The least of us can be greater than any of those in
the Old Testament, turningpoint, because we are indwelt by God’s Spirit!

Reading: John Chapter 19: 1-16 Flogged, 17-37 Crucified, 38-42 Buried

Centred Prayer for: Ps Tony at our Officer turningpoint Campus and for
openings for a property.

THURSDAY 14TH OCTOBER
I AM S.EALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

THE CENTRAL MESSAGE IS THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT!
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The “exceedingly great and precious promises” in II Peter 1:4 are a
reference to the many blessings found in Jesus Christ as revealed in the
New Testament, and generally point to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
In Galatians Paul writes: "But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin,
that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who
believe" (Galatians 3:22). What is the promise?

"Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for
us - for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ - in order that
in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith" (Galatians
3:13,14). The promise is the Spirit, in Acts 2:38, the gift is the Spirit. And that
is for us, turningpoint.

"In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation - having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy
Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view
to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory"
(Ephesians 1:13,14).

Galatians 3:13,14. "Christ redeemed us," and then he says, "in order that."
Redemption - salvation or forgiveness of sins - is for another purpose.
God’s purpose is expressed in these words: "in order that" the blessing of
Abraham might come; that is, that we might receive the promise of the
Holy Spirit. The purpose is the promise of the Spirit.

Note, that forgiveness of sin - redemption - is simply the vehicle God has
chosen to carry out His purpose. That forgiveness of sins is the vehicle, and
that God’s plan is the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

Reading: John Chapter 20: 1-9 Risen, 10-18 Jesus appears to Mary, 19-31
Jesus appears to the disciples.
Centred Prayer for: Ps Wolfgang and Monica with the Vanuatu outreach
from our KooWeeRup turningpoint Campus.

FRIDAY 15TH OCTOBER
I AM T.O HIS PRAISE

THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=2peter+1:4
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=galatians+3:22
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=galatians+3:13,14
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=acts+2:38
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=ephesians+1:13,14
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=galatians+3:13,14


"For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for the sake of you
Gentiles - if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace
which was given to me for you; that by revelation there was made known
to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. When you read you can
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which in other
generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been
revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be specific, that
the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, of which I was
made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to
me according to the working of His power"  (Eph 3:1-7). 

We are fellow heirs, turningpoint, fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of the promise. Colossians 1:27 says that the mystery, the
promise, is Christ in you. Here, by being a fellow partaker of the promise -
the Holy Spirit - a Christian is a fellow heir and fellow member of the body.
What was hidden from the past ages and generations was made known
through the apostles and New Testament prophets, and recorded for us in
the foundational New Testament scriptures!

The mystery and the promise is Christ in you, the indwelling Holy Spirit.
This is the culmination of God’s plan for the duration of the earth. "To me,
the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles
the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the
administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God, who
created all things; in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the
heavenly places" (Ephesians 3:8-10). 

Reading: John Chapter 21: 1-14 Disciples fishing, 15-25 Jesus & Peter. 

Centred Prayer for: Ps Marg & Terry at our Seaford turningpoint Campus.

MONDAY 18TH OCTOBER
I AM U.NTO HIS GLORY

WORKING OF HIS POWER
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Glory is a description of the resurrected state. "For our citizenship is in
heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity
with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to
subject all things to Himself" (Philippians 3:20,21). "So also is the
resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an
imperishable body; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body" (I
Corinthians 15:42-44).

The desire to be resurrected - the desire for glory - is the driving hope of us
as Christians, turningpoint. "For I consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not
of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself will also be set free from its slavery to corruption into the
freedom of the glory of the children of God" (Romans 8:18-21).

This state of glory is called the salvation, or redemption, of the body.
Salvation in the Old Testament meant deliverance from the physical
enemy. "Stand by and see the salvation of the Lord" (Exodus 14:13). With
this concept, it is easy to see how they would misunderstand the
prophecies of the coming Saviour, Redeemer, or Deliverer of Israel. With
the inauguration of the new and living way accomplished through Jesus’
death, there was a shift in emphasis. Christians are spoken of as "saved"
(Titus 3:5), "redeemed" (Galatians 3:13), and "delivered" (Colossians 1:13). Our
souls are "saved," redeemed," and "delivered." But there is a salvation, or
redemption, which we yet await.

Reading: 1 John Chapters 1 & 2, 1 Living in the Light, 2 Love not the World. 
Centred Prayer for: Ps David & Rebecca at our Frankston turningpoint
Campus (WildPath).

TUESDAY 19TH OCTOBER
I AM U.NTO HIS GLORY

WORKING OF HIS POWER
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The hope of salvation which we have - the salvation which we await - is the
redemption of the body. "For we know that the whole creation groans and
suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. And not only this, but
also we ourselves, having the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our body. For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is
seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees? But if we
hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it"
(Romans 8:22-25).

The guarantee that our bodies will be redeemed is the indwelling Holy
Spirit. "In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel
of your salvation - having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the
Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a
view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory"
(Ephesians 1:13,14). Our bodies, which are the temple of the Holy Spirit, are
the possession of God, which He will redeem at Christ’s coming. Because
our redemption is our earnest desire, and because this redemption is
guaranteed by the Holy Spirit, the mystery - Christ in you - is called the
hope of glory! (Colossians 1:27). "If you are reviled for the name of Christ,
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you" (I
Peter 4:14).

As we look "for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great
God and Saviour, Christ Jesus" (Titus 2:13), we are to view ourselves as
already resurrected, as those whose citizenship is in heaven, as those who
are already seated at the right hand of the throne of God, as already in a
state of glory. As we do so, we will be conscious that "now our salvation is
nearer to us than when we [first] believed" (Romans 13:11). Glory is a
description of the resurrected state. The Holy Spirit within is our hope of
glory, turningpoint, as the guarantee that God will redeem our bodies.

Reading: 1 John Chapters 3 & 4, 3 Love & 4 Discerning false Prophets. 
Centred Prayer for: Ps David & Rebecca at our Frankston WildPath Cafe.

WEDNESDAY 20TH OCTOBER
I AM W.ASHED IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

OUR HOPE

R
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Christ in you, the hope of glory, makes us to be like Christ. For "though our
outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day" (II
Corinthians 4:16). It is this renewing action that continues to save us - the
washing of regeneration wiped out past sins, the renewing of the Spirit
takes care of our present: "He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we
have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour" (Titus 3:5,6).

God’s purpose, then, is to conform us to the image of the resurrected
Christ. Jesus, when He walked in the flesh, consisted of body, soul, and
spirit, just as we do. His body hung on the cross, His soul descended to
Hades, and to His Father He commended His Spirit. Who is the Spirit of
Jesus? The Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of Christ (see Acts 16:7).

"For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and
discipline" (II Timothy 1:7). The same Spirit of discipline - who not for the
smallest fraction of a second ever let His flesh control His actions - now
lives in us. Is He somehow less capable in our bodies than He was in His
own, or is the problem with us, turningpoint?

"For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you
have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba!
Father!"’ (Romans 8:15). Fear no longer has any grip on us. As God’s sons,
we are free to press on to perfection.

Reading: 1 John Chapter 5, Faith in the Son of God. 

Centred Prayer for: Ps Norma & Ps Sam at our Cranbourne turningpoint
Campus.

THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER
I AM X.CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST
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"For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do
the things that you please" (Galatians 5:17). It is clear that we have a war
going on within us, turningpoint. The opposing armies are the forces of
the flesh against the forces of the Spirit. If the flesh wins, we will
experience eternal death; if the Spirit wins, we will experience eternal life
(Romans 8:5-8).

In such a war, it is important that we have little tests by which we may look
within ourselves to see how the battle is going. Paul lists the works of the
flesh: "Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality,
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of
anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing,
and things like these" (Galatians 5:19-21). He then points out "that those
who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." It is
important to note that the Holy Spirit uses the word practice. We may
stumble and exhibit the works of the flesh on occasion, but when such
deeds become our practice, it is a definite warning that the flesh is
winning the war; and only strong measures of repentance from a sincere
heart will turn the tide.

Paul also lists the "fruit of the Spirit" (Galatians 5:22,23). Such fruit consists
of "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control." It then goes on "Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires" (Galatians 5:24). By
helping us to bear such fruit, the Spirit helps us to crucify the flesh with its
passions. Without His help, we couldn’t begin to accomplish that great
task.

Reading: 2 John, Living in the Truth.

Centred Prayer for: Ps Phil for our next turningpoint Campus.

FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER
I AM Y.OKED TOGETHER WITH OTHER BELIEVERS

HE HELPS US CRUCIFY THE FLESH
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"For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God"
(Romans 8:14). The primary manner in which the Spirit leads us is through
the Bible. Jesus said, "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing;
the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life" (John 6:63). God
will not do anything contrary to what the Bible says. "All scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching for reproof, for correction, for
training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate,
equipped for every good work" (II Timothy 3:16,17).

The second way in which the Spirit leads us is through our consciences.
Paul told Timothy to keep "a good conscience" (I Timothy 1:19). Christians
are warned, for example, about "wounding the conscience" (I Corinthians
8:12) of a weaker brother. The scripture also speaks of those who are
"seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron" (I Timothy 4:2).
The conscience is a guide given by God and a Christian is to follow his and
not weaken another’s.

"And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not
know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us
with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God" (Romans 8:26,27).  "And do not get drunk with
wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Holy Spirit" (Ephesians
5:18). How are we to be filled with the Spirit, turningpoint? Paul gives us
two things we can do to be filled with the Spirit of God. "Speaking to one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody with your heart to the Lord" (Ephesians 5:19) and "Always giving
thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the
Father" (Ephesians 5:20). 

We need to remember Romans 8:28: "And we know that God causes all
things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose." And then we need to give thanks for all
things!

Reading: 3 John, Caring for the Lord’s workers.   

Centred Prayer for: The Outreach Food Support team at Lilydale.

MONDAY 25TH OCTOBER
I AM Z.EALOUS OF GOOD WORKS

THE SPIRIT LEADS US
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As we look around the world, we see people searching for the answer to the
question, ‘who am I?’. In the quest to understand their identity, they go to the
extreme to be different. Somehow being different becomes the priority. We
identify our identity with:

· popularity                               · position
· success                                    · status
· career                                      · geographical locations 
· relationships                          · economic background
· education                                culture of the day

Just to list a few. 
Somehow, we narrow down who we are by what we do or who we are
associated with. The definition of identity is: "Who you are, the way you think
about yourself, the way you are viewed by the world, and the characteristics
that define you. It also means the exact likeness in nature and qualities." I
particularly like the last statement in the definition of identity. As a believer, we
do not find our identity in something, but instead, we find our identity in
someone, and His Name is Jesus. 

If we never realise that we are not what we do, we will forever chase every new
fad and every new swing of the culture around us. That, turningpoint church,
will be a wilderness experience that will last for the rest of our lives. We are so
much more than the certificate we have hanging on our wall. We are so much
more than the brand of clothes and shoes we wear, or the colour of our skin,
eyes, or hair. Yet, the world seems to dictate to us who we should be by these
very things.

God has a plan for us all, an identity that enables us to face God like Moses did
after he ran away from Egypt. In just one day, Moses went from being the prince
of Egypt to a fugitive. Why? The answer is . . . he was made for more. However,
Moses did not know who he was. His actions defined him until that day when he
had the encounter with God in the burning bush. To understand who we are we
must lay down all our abilities, smarts, and self-sufficiency. When we get to this
point, we will face God and discover who we really are. 

Only the manufacturer of a product can tell you conclusively about that
product, because they made it. To discover who you are, you must spend time
with the One who made you. God knew you before you were formed in your
mother's womb. He saw your whole life before you lived one day (Psalm 139:13).
So, why not take a moment today to come to His feet, sit there a while and ask
him about you. I am sure your heavenly Father would love to have that face to
face time with you.

Reading: Revelation 1 Greetings and John’s vision of Christ. 
Centred Prayer for: The Outreach Food Support team at Frankston.

TUESDAY 26TH OCTOBER
ASK THE CREATOR

 



Our identity is not wrapped up in what we do, turningpoint, but in the Person of
Jesus Christ. Therefore, to know who we are, we must now understand who He
is. In the book of Genesis and the story of creation, we see how God the Father
created everything by the spoken word. However, when God created the first
man, God got involved. He did not speak man into existence. Rather, He used
His hands and dust from the ground to mold and give shape to the form of
man. 

After God formed man, it was only a shape. It was not alive, however, God did
not speak the man into life as He did with the rest of creation. I get so excited
about the awesomeness of humans! Imagine with me for a moment: God took a
deep breath in, and then He blew into the nostrils of man and suddenly the
dead form became alive. The Bible says, "The man came alive – a living soul"
(Genesis 2:7 MSG). God released a part of Himself into man and man became
alive. 

You are not what you do, but the answer to who you are is – “You are a living
soul”. I was not spoken into existence, I was formed and shaped by the very
hand of God. The very breath of God makes me alive and continues to sustain
me. I get overwhelmed every time I ponder the thought of who I am. It should
come as no surprise that the enemy of our soul, better known as Satan, is after
our identity! 

Being a living soul sets us apart from the rest of creation, turningpoint. Once we
understand this, we are enabled to function in our God-given purpose. I often
used the excuse of "I'm only human" to cover my mistakes and live outside of
my purpose. The enemy loves it when we downplay what being human means.
Being a living soul allows me to commune and have fellowship with God. It
enables me to make intelligent and godly decisions and choices. It allows me to
have emotions and be moved with compassion. However, most of all, it entitles
me to be like Jesus. We are made in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27,
Ephesians 4:24). All humans are made with a soul, and the soul consists of the
mind, will, and emotions. We can think, we have senses to access this natural
realm, and we can choose. As you sit at Heavenly Father's feet today, may you
ponder on the truth that God's very breath is sustaining you right now and
celebrate that you are a living soul!

If we take our meaning in life from our family, our work, a cause, or some
achievement other than God, they enslave us" - Tim Keller

Reading: Revelation 2 To the churches Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira.

Centred Prayer for: The Outreach Food Support team at KooWeeRup.

WEDNESDAY 27TH OCTOBER
WHO ARE YOU?

 



Lies, disobedience, disgrace, disappointment, hurt, shame, separation, tears,
curses, death, and darkness all make up a scandal. This scandal happened in the
place of perfection, beauty, bliss, provision, peace, and rest. One would think
that in such paradise, the enemy of our souls could never reach us. Wrong! He
found a way because as bearers of God's image and likeness, turningpoint, we
have the ability to make choices.

The one thing the enemy of our soul is good at is lying. He infiltrated his way
into paradise to destroy it. Mind you, the enemy never grandly enters with the
red cape, red underwear, two horns, and a pitchfork to tempt us. Instead, he
presents himself in an acceptable form. He whispers thoughts into our minds
and causes us to doubt God's word.

In the Garden of Eden, God gave freely of every tree for food except the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. The consequence of eating from this tree was
death (Genesis 2:15 – 17 NIV). 

Let us review this step by step:
1 – God made His children in His image and likeness by breathing His breath
into them.
2 – God identified them as creations made in His image and likeness.
3 – God told them who they were and gave instructions on how they were to
function in their daily lives. He also asked them to stay away from the one tree
that could threaten their lives.
4 – The enemy of their souls found his way into paradise and started a
conversation about the link between identity and the tree with the woman.
The enemy offered the woman an identity she already had. She was already
made in God's image and likeness. However, the enemy told the woman that
she would be like God and she would not die if she ate from the tree. Eve
believed the enemy's lies and partook of the fruit and enticed her husband. At
that very moment, they gave up life and introduced death because of their
disobedience. The natural balance of everything created was affected and
mankind was separated from God. 

turningpoint church, as you sit at your Heavenly Father's feet today, thank Him
for the ability to make choices. Ask Him to help you make the right choices
because you know you are His child.

Reading: Revelation 3 To the churches at Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea.

Centred Prayer for: The Outreach Food Support team at Hallam.

THURSDAY 28TH OCTOBER
THE SCANDAL OF IDENTITY THEFT 

 



Psalm 65
 What mighty praise, O God,
belongs to you in Zion.
 We will fulfill our vows to you,
2    for you answer our prayers.
   All of us must come to you.
3 Though we are overwhelmed by our sins,
   you forgive them all.
4 What joy for those you choose to bring near,
   those who live in your holy courts.
What festivities await us
   inside your holy Temple.
5 You faithfully answer our prayers with awesome deeds,
   O God our saviour.
You are the hope of everyone on earth, 

God made a way for the second Adam (Jesus) to come to earth, become sin for
us, and defeat death. He could have turned His back on us for not choosing His
will over ours. I am very grateful that Jesus chose to become sin for me so I can
live with Him forever. 

Jesus' death and resurrection opened the door for fellowship and
communication with the Heavenly Father again. The enemy of our soul will
continue to try and lie to us as he did to Eve. However, we have the same choice
as she did but now, we can choose differently. We can claim our identity in
Christ and His finished work on the cross where He paid in full for our identity to
be restored. Unfortunately, we deal with an enemy that will not give us a break
until he is finally bound in hell. So, he still looks for idle minds where he can spin
his web of lies.

Scripture says: Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after
and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed)
by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so
you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will
of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight
for you]. Romans 12:2 (AMPC).

The Apostle Paul was telling us that we don't have to fit into the mold or model
of our culture. We don't just take on an outward shape to be like everyone else;
living life based on the ever-changing culture of the day or people's shifting
opinions. We are to be transformed, be changed, and it all takes place in the
mind. 

FRIDAY 29TH OCTOBER
WHAT DOES MY IDENTITY IN CHRIST LOOK LIKE? 

 



The truth is that we are still made in the image and likeness of God. We become
what we worship, and we become like the people we spend time with! The
Apostle Paul emphasises that for us to stay true to our God-identity, we must
spend time in the Word of God and constantly fill our minds with His truth. We
will become like the One we spend time with – Our Saviour.

As you sit at your Heavenly Father's feet today, ask Him to remove the veils that
have blinded you to His Word and enable you to embrace truth and be
transformed into the beautiful butterfly that's deep within. 

Reading: Revelation 4 John’s vision of the throne of Heaven.

Centred Prayer for: The Outreach Food Support team at Cranbourne.
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