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Covid-19 Guidelines as at 11/10/2021 
 
Greetings to all at turningpoint,  
 
Over the past 18 months the whole world has been in an upheaval, yet I am reminded “that if God 
is for us, who can be against us?” Rom 8:31. 
 
We here in Australia have been spared much of the devastation of the actual sickness that Covid-
19 has caused, yet every person in our church and our nation has been effected by restricted 
church and school attendance, business losses and workplaces changes, and some sadly by the 
sickness and even loss of love ones (to whom we again extend our sympathy).   
 
There have been some who have asked “is this a sign of the anti-Christ” or some other “theory”. 
What I would say is what Jesus said in Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come”. The return of 
Jesus according to the scriptures is NOT to be a focus on the terrible, fear mongering things 
happening in the world BUT will be as a result of us, His children, doing what we are called to do 
as in Mark 16:15 “Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel”. Those who try to link the 
coronavirus to “666” or the beast have not read their Bibles. The first two Sundays in November I 
will be addressing this area in our online services showing how GOD is still working today, as He 
has always been. 
 
At turningpoint we respect everyone’s right to decide on their own health and make decisions in 
good conscience. Many have chosen to be vaccinated and are convinced of the science and 
medical advice. Others are not ready to be vaccinated because of health and conscience reasons.  
Remembers Psalm 133:3 “where brethren dwell together in unity, the Lord commands he 
blessing”. The heart of turningpoint is to remain unified no matter what a person’s position is or 
the government’s directive on vaccinations.  
 
The Victoria Government has created a plan that they see as the best way to stem the flow of this 
virus by announcing that vaccinations are required for all authorised workers, which includes faith 
leaders, paid and unpaid workers in any leadership or volunteer roles within a church, Identifying:-  
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/information-workers-required-be-vaccinated#workers-required-
to-be-vaccinated  
From 15 October 2021, in order to work onsite at a work premises the ruling is to have… 

received at least your first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, or 
have a booking to receive your first dose by 22 October 2021, or 
have a medical exemption evidenced by an authorised medical practitioner 

From 26 November 2021, you will also be required to have received your second dose (unless you 
have a medical exemption). 
Including if you are: 

an employee 
a contractor (engaged by the employer or a third party) 
a volunteer 
a student on placement. 

  
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/covidsafe-religion-and-ceremonies-guidance  
The definition of a workplaces includes:-  

churches 
meeting houses 
ceremonies held in other locations e.g. homes, gardens and community venues. 

 
If you are NOT planning to be vaccinated, then we ask that you provide a medical exemption or 
written explanation addressed to the Oversight outlining your reason(s) by the above dates. On 
receipt of this, we will work together and discuss options moving forward.   
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What about future church activities and gatherings? 
 
Under the current Victorian COVID pathway there is a series of dates that have triggers for 
restrictions to ease. The first phase is for 150 fully vaccinated people to be able to attend religious 
services once a double vaccination 80% rate is achieved. 
Everyone will make their own decision on when they will return to attending services. Our hope is 
that everyone will able to meet soon and resume our Christian community and service for Christ. 
 
Requirement for opening.  
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/covid-check-in-marshals  
We are required as a Church to have a COVID Check-in Marshal at each public event. 
What is a COVID Check-in Marshal? A COVID Check-in Marshal is responsible for ensuring each 
person who enters a venue uses the Service Victoria QR code to check in on arrival (or an 
alternative record keeping method, where relevant). A COVID Check-in Marshal can only request 
that people entering show them confirmation of a successful check-in and cannot compel anyone 
to do so. 
If a person refuses to show evidence of a successful check in, the COVID Check-in Marshal can 
ask that person not to enter the venue. If the person does not comply with the request, the COVID 
Check-in Marshal is not required or encouraged to enforce the refusal of entry.  
Venues are encouraged to contact security or the police if support is required.   
 
   
For your information we have also provided a couple of links to some information on your rights 
regarding this matter.  
 
https://coronavirus.fairwork.gov.au/  
 
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/resources/explainer-mandatory-covid-19-vaccinations-and-
your-rights/  
 
 
We are very much looking forward to seeing everyone in person soon and being able to resume 
our corporate worship and lives together as a church.  
 
God bless you,  
 
 
 
Phil Cayzer  
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